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Ser eh nenee From the Desk of the President 
Doug Dowds, W6HB 


President 


Doug Dowds W6HB QST de W6HB: 


Vice President 


Mel Hughes K6SY April is upon us and the 2017 International DX Convention awaits us in Visalia in few 
weeks. Here's hoping to see most of you there. The SCDXC will have a table in the 
Treasurer foyer and we will need happy faces to man same to promote the club and talk about 


Jerry Lewine K6QU ~— our IDXC 2018. Please remember there is no dinner or meeting on April 13th. 


Secretary Having heard no feedback from the members regarding an on the air operating 
Kris Jacob KC6TOD ~—- event to commemorate our 70th year and our relatively new club call sign, K6DXC, 

the subject is being dropped for now. We will have a club historical retrospect pro- 
Membership Chair gram and a birthday cake as our July meeting event. 


pee Pouce Nees Ready for a picnic? Jerry, K6AV, is our crew chief for this year's feed scheduled for 


June 4th. Let him and the ladies know side dishes you would like to bring and any 


Direct 
Hees! other help you can provide. 


Barry Fitchew N6VOH 
The holiday party planning is also well underway and the venue and a firm date 


BSE should be released soon. Thanks to your BOD for their early and proactive efforts on 
George Jacob N6VNI your behalf. 
Director Barry, N6VOH, is working toward a set of DX 101 classes that the club is hoping to 


Jerry Robinson K6AV_ sponsor. These are envisioned as mentored one over one workshops to be con- 
vened possibly on a Saturday every few months at WEMS. The target audience is 
APPOINTEES the new DxXer. 


Repeater Chair The "Dr DX" program is off to a good start despite a couple heartaches. The "Dr" 
Chip Angle N6CA has already fielded legitimate questions from all over the world. Visit the club's Web- 


site for more info. Please refer new DXers to this for support. 
Newsletter Editor 


=) 1 poem Enjoy the bands. Conditions just make it more of a challenge for the 


"deserving"... 


Webmaster 


Jim Shryne N6DHZ 73 - Doug - W6HB 


April Calendar 


Apr. 1 SP DX Contest (Remember April Fools month this newsletter) 
Apr. 8 JIDX Contest CW 

Apr. 8 OK/OM DX Contest SSB 

Apr. 14 Holy Land DX Contest 

Apr. 15 YU DX Contest 

Apr. 21 International DX Convention at Visalia 

Apr. 22 UK / El DX Contest CW 

Apr. 22 SP DX RTTY Contest 

Apr. 29 Helvetia Contest 


For more contest Info see: http:/www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestcal.html 
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Vice President’s Corner 
Mel Hughes, K6SY 


This month is full of news. On the home front | finally have the Flex6500, SPE-2k, SteppIR DB-18, Yaesu 
rotor, the Flex Control Knob, my log, and DDUtil all working together and talking to each other. And my 
wife says I'm no longer mumbling to myself. 


Next up is the IDXC in Visalia. There will be some major changes in the way raffle prizes are handled. 
The NCDXC has announced that they intend to follow the Major Prizes and Raffle IRS Tax Rules: 


We have reviewed IRS Publication 3079 again regarding tax obligations from raffle prizes and be- 
lieve we must comply with those laws. Everyone who wins a major prize with a fair market value 
over $601 has a tax obligation. They will be required to sign a W-2G form before receiving the 
prize. 


If a prize is worth more than $5,001, we must withhold 33 1/3% of the fair market value. We have 
two such prizes: Elecraft K-Line and Flex-6700. However, NCDXC has decided to pay those taxes 
on behalf of the winners — an estimated $4,500 altogether. 


Complete details are available at http://www.dxconvention.com/pages/prizes-major.html 


Following the IDXC is the May meeting. If you haven't tried SCDXC DXChat yet come early with your cell 
phone and/or laptop and I'll help you get setup. 


Sunday, June 4th is the annual Club Picnic, noon at Woodley Park. 

This year is the 70th Anniversary of the founding of our Southern California DX Club. Come join the cele- 
bration at the July SCDXC Meeting, Thursday, July 13, 2017. The program will feature a special presen- 
tation of slides and other items from the SCDXC Archives. 


At the September meeting Bill Shell, N6WS, will be speaking about his July trip to the Ham Radio Con- 
vention in Friedrichshafen, Germany. 


The annual Boat Anchor Auction is scheduled for our October 12th meeting. Skip, KJ6Y, will be handling 
the gavel and Jeff, K6JW will lead the team collecting the money. 


And that brings us to December and the Annual Holiday Party. This year the party will begin at noon on 
December 10, 2017. This date was selected at the urging of Mark, K6FG, so there wouldn't be a conflict 
with the San Fernando Club's holiday party again this year. Thanks Mark. The party will be at the Ports 
'‘O Call Restaurant in San Pedro. It's Freeway close with lots of free parking. 

So mark your calendars so you won't miss anything. 

See you in the Pile Ups. 


Mel — K6SY 
SCDXC VP 
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Rumors on the Band 
Contest season is coming to a close so the propensity of DXpeditions will diminish until the Fall. It has 
been a good run all in all and there are still people going on vacation and bringing the radios! 
Most of us will be at Visalia so the ancient Buddhist proverb applies... Is there really any DX on the bands 
if no one is listening. In any event never stop listening ... they may not appear and if they do you will 
never know it! 
Note the one day Wake Island operation on Friday, March 31 at the end of this week. Randy, WW6RG/ 


KHg9, actually will only be on a few hours. This is a work assignment and he will be running QRP, 5 watts. 
He will operate SSB only and will start the operation on 14190. 


Guinea Bissau | J5UAP 31-Mar HA3AUI 20-10m CW 
Tanzania 5H3MB 12-Apr IK2GZU 80-10m SSB CW RTTY 


a 
[Tonge —_[assieie| wow | 20mar[ __——=AORVADGmeWSSB 


QTH Call Start Date End Date Information 


| 34-Mar HA3AUI 20-10m CW 
2 


13-Apr NL8F CQ WPX SSB 


Rotuma 3D2AG/p 22-Apr 3D2AG 160-6m 
Wake | KH9 31-Mar WWE6ERG SSB 5w One Day Spare Time 
Nepal 1-Apr ON1AA 


Vanuatu 6-Apr VA7YM 80-6m; SSB RTTY PSK31 
Seychelles 6-Apr OK1RI OK1NY OK1FFU OK1JKT OK1VVT OMS5AW 160-10m CW SSB 


Guinea Bissau J5 7-Apr 15-Apr EA3BT (J5B) EA3WL (J5W) 40-6m CW SSB RTTY 
Laos XW4XR 7-Apr 26-Apr 3W3B 160-10m CW RTTY JT65 


Cape Verde Is D4T 18-Apr 25-Apr CT1FFY HF +6 CW SSB Digital 
Botswana A25UK 25-Apr 6-May GOVJG & team 160-6m CW SSB RTTY 


2 
Albania ZA 29-Mar PE1KL, PD5LKM, PA2LS ZA/PA2LS 160-2m SSB CW PSK RTTY 
Tuvalu T2TT 
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DX Standings 


Here are the latest stand- 
ings. It has not changed at 
all this month. | will go 
through and completely 
scrub them using the 
LoTW and ClubLog stats 
after the convention. 


Red represents members 
who have all current enti- 
ties (#1 Honor Roll) 


Blue Represents mem- 
bers who have 330 enti- 
ties or above (Honor Roll). 


Black is everyone else. 


N6RV@SCDXC.org 


SCDXC WAZ and DXCC 
Standings 


The first WAZ column is the 
confirmed zone count on 10 
bands 160 - 6 (less 60 me- 
ters). The second column is 
the regular SBWAZ con- 
firmed count. The following 
are the codes that follow the 
two columns and indicate the 
awards: 


M Mixed 
P Phone 
Cc CW 

R RTTY 
5 5 Band 


The first DXCC column is the 
confirmed entity count with 
deleted countries. The sec- 
ond column is the confirmed 
current entity count. The third 
column is the challenge 
slots. 


The members highlighted in 
Red are at the top of the 
Honor Roll. Those in Blue 
are on the Honor Roll 


SCDXC Southern California Members Standings 2017 


Rank Call Total Current Slots Rank Call Total Current Slots 
| K6ND | 378/200] ws_| 
| _wesR_ | 369/200 | wPicis | 
| K6FG | 365/198 | WP/CIRIS| 
WwsDX 357 / 200 M/5 
EU7SA M/5 


355 / 200 M/P/C/5 
37 / 20 P/5 
K6YUI 337/200 | M/P/C/R/5 
D6 48 / 200 M/P/5 
220 / 20 M/5 
120 M/P/5 
W6VX 352/19 
Cc 198 / 198 
K6GXO | 358/19 
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6 
06/19 
N6MXU 155 / 193 


M/P/C 


wo 
ns 
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WwsDX 2517 
Se Pa 
M/PIC 
MIPICI5 
MIPIC/R 
M/PIC 
MIPICI5 
[30 | _NoHY | 345] 306 | 2424] | 79 | NCOB | 170| 170 | 479, 
[31 |_Nows | 345 | 306 | teoz| | 80 | Koco | tor] | | 26eits 
az [_Alez_| 348 335_[ 2145] | 61 | KrLA | 160] 160 | 365 || KOSY 
W6ZPL 237 1173 M/P 


NolC_| 347 | 336 [82 Wee | 149 | 149 | 224 | 
KR6C_| 344 | 338 1956] | 83 | ABSA | i4it 
| 32_] K6LPO | 344 | 221 | 1236] | 84 | KK6FUQ | 139 | 139 | 142 | 
| 33] NOPE | 343 | 331 [1251] | 85 | KOMKL 126 | 126 | 185 | 
| 34 | NOPEQ | 347 | 334 [1793] | 86 | KeDSW | 122 | 122 | 268 | 
|_35_] KMGHB | 341 | 334 | 1852 | Kc6TOD | 120] | 
WezPL_| 338 | 335 _| 1367 ADéLV_ | 118] | 
NOxT | 337 | 330_ | 89 fT NGRU 118 18218 | 
|_38_|_KeRO_ | 336] 331 | 1531] | 90 | NGDBF | ty | ty 307 | 
|_ 39 | wesw | 336] 318 {501 | | 97 | NGPM | 114 | 113 | 243 | 
| 40] werk {335 8 KASD tor 
p41 | K2ixa_| 335 [331 | 1604] | 93 fT NGLL | 105] 


ry _[_Kespc [10s] | | 
[a4 |-KoOK_| [96 _Nend [101] | | 
[45_| -aBecr [328 [1404] | 97 | NooL_| 10] | _ 
[as_|_Neax [325] | || 98 | wacmem | 100] | _| 
KeJw | 325 | 319_| 1057] | 99 | NeOv 
[48_| AABPW | 320 |__| 1559] RK6ABZ 


KJ6Y 61/17 
95/17 
26 | 16: 
14/16 
191/177 


M/C 


> 
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2) 
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a 
a 
a 
2) 
N NN 
o/al/=[N 
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SCDXC Member at Large Standings 2017 
Rank Call Total Current Slots Rank Call Total Current Slots 


Pty Keun [ser] 339 Ty 8 | KOND | sar] 339 | 2491] 
[2 _[-sateK | 32 [| 399 | 3004] | 10 | SwocMZ | 343] 333 _| 2180] 
3 [onan [srr{ 30 | [| [| race _|om| 324 _| 1146 


4 

| 5 | D928 | 365 | 339] 2653] 13 | NGDHZ | 295 | 

| 6 | Kolpv | 362 {334 [i7ii | 14 |W3SE/ZL3TE] 293 | 291 | 1382 | 
PNA XX 358 J 3391598] PS KY | 267 | 265 | 831 | 


Ps | Kcex | ot 3 lmet] | | | 


48 
4U1ITU 


2017 Get Schroeder Leaders 


3B8 4X 
3B9 5A 
3C 5B 
3C0 5H 9H 
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SCDXC Get Schroeder Standings 2017 
160 


a 
9 
s 
x 


Call 80 60 40 30 20 17 15 12 10 6 Total Slots Yrs 


pt | Nerv | 0 fof of 157] co | 162] 77 | so [11] 29 | 2 | 204 | 587_| 49 | 
2 | NcoB | 22 [51] 0 | 136] 34 | 157] 3] 1] 203 | 574 | 3 | 
|_3_|_ Neca | o [if 5] 2] 194 | 631 | 60 | 
4 | werk | 13 145] 0 | |S] 26] 0} 194 | 588 | 60 | 
Ls | News | 7 | L932] 1] 192 | 608 | 53 | 
2 oe i 2 5] 4 [ol 76 | 292 | 6o | 
7 | Kook | 0 [13] 0 | 5] 8 Po} 156 | 221 | 45 | 
Be ae Be p47 1570} 155 | 330 | 24 | 
|__| wasvel | 0 | poy 4 Po} 132 | 239 | 33 | 
| to | K7acz | 10 [38] 0 | P3127 0} 125 | 334 | 14 | 
11 | Nesv_| 31 [50] 0 | pop to} 124 | 264 | 21 | 
| 12 | kkerya | o | of o| poy + fot 113 | 163 | 4 | 
|_13_|_wesr_| 19 | 30] 0 | pop 21} 6] 106 | 286 | 50 | 
| 14 | Aceox | 0 [33] 0 | pop 221] 79 | 198 | 10 | 
15 | Nepm | 0 [1] 0) Popo ot 7s | 165 | 23 | 
|_16_[ smsemz | 10 | 16] 0 | ptf o pot 77 | 140 | 4s | 
Li7 | kero | 4 [25] 0 | ee ce 
| 18 | Nevni | 0 [17] 0 | PoP o fo} 75 | 109 | 28 | 
_i9_|_nkea | o fof o| pop tefof 74 | 150_| 72 | 
|_20_ | weke | 0 [24] 0| pty so} 63 | 168 | 20 | 
[21 | Neper | o | 215) pty4 [1] 62 | 129 | 31 | 
| 22 | kequ_| 0 [23] 0 | pop 57 [7 | 3 | 
| 23_ | weou | 4 [21] 0| 8] 2 [1] 53 | 106 | 54 | 
| 24 | NeHE | 3 [30] 2] 4 fo} 53 | 106 | 39 | 
25 | _kmene | 5 | so] 3] 3 fof so | 104 | 26 | 
| 26 | weae | 0 | of o| pop 2 Pot 47 | 64 | 23 | 
27 | zisTe | 0 [7] pop t+ Pot 45 | sz [13 | 
128 | Kepds | o |i} pop + Pot 34 | 49 | 22 | 
129 | _wzeo_ | o [i fo) Popo fot 34 faz [1 
|_30_] kepcH | 0 | 0} 0) pop s fo} 29 | 4a [4 | 
| 31 | Neax | o | 5] 0] PoP ojo} 28 | 43 | 4s | 
|_32_|_Neru_| oj of o| pop + fof 23 | 28 | 9 | 
33 _| Lo foto] pop opot a fs [4 | 
34 | pot tt] pop + Pot to | 17 | 40 | 
| 35_| Lo foto | pop oot 7 js | 3s | 
| 36_| Lo foto | pop o fot 4 | 4 | 60 | 
Lo foto | pop opot 4 | 4 {39 | 
| 38 _| Po Pofofofotrfofpofofofof 1 ft [11] 


Chart Legend 


White / Green Entity Worked This Year by a Member 
Black / White Very Active Entity Not Yet Worked 


Entity with Announced Dxpedition 
Black / Yellow i 
Black / Red i 


Rarely Active Entity Not Yet Worked 
Inactive Entit 


Deleted Entit 
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Vo vo GS 
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E6 LX 


PJ4 SVS 


When we least expect it the bands take off! The country 
counts are beginning to enter the surreal zone. The leaders 
have broken 200 entities for the year in 65 days putting them 
at 11 and 13 in North America and 30 and 32 worldwide! The 
SCDXC total is 229! |f this continues we will run out of new 
ones to work! There are darn few white spaces on the chart 
above! 


Looking down the roster note that 13 have worked DXCC this 
year. Further investigation shows that many contacts were 
made on CW and RTTY. So if you haven’t got the memo it is 
time to step up your skills! 


The bands were pretty active including several DXpeditions. 
As expected the number of new entities added by members 
dropped from 37 last month to 16 this month. Below are the 
entities we added this month: 


4L ON HBO $2 
40 E6 J5 T2 
5U EL JW TJ 
8R GJ KH8 Yl 
Entities added to SCDXC totals this month 
3A 9U ET SU UJ YA 
5V7 AX EY SV/IA VK9C Z2 
5X AP J2 T30 VK9X ZA 
7Q D2 KHO T31 VQ9 ZC4 
8Q E4 ST TT XU ZS8 


Entities worked on ClubLog not yet worked by SCDXC. 


This month the ClubLog leaders added 26 new entities to 
their count. At the same time we closed the gap from 32 to 
30. We worked 9 of theirs and they picked up 7 more. 
ClubLog leaders did reduce the number of entities we worked 
that they didn’t from 16 to 3. The three are 5N, FH, & TJ. The 
ClubLog leaders combined worked 256 entities! Thirty six 
members have greater than 200 entities! 
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Meet Rich Stepanian, W6TK 


Well | tried to get Bill Shell to give us his life story however he re- 
sponded from the hospital where he is recovering from knee replace- 
ment surgery. Speedy recovery Bill! | will interview you in the next 
couple months when things have stabilized at your homestead. 


Bill did suggest his compadre from up north who is one of his inspira- 
tions and, by the way, next on my list. If you haven't figured it out we 
are interviewing the top contenders for the 2017 Get Schroeder com- 
petition. These characters have piqued my curiosity. 


Thanks Dick for being a good sport and opening up your shack 
(virtually) to us! 


So without further adieu meet Dick Stepanian, W6TK. 


Tell us who you are. 
| am Dick Stepanian - W6TK 


Where do you live? 
| live in Nipomo, California. Nipomo is on the Central Coast - between Santa Maria and Pismo Beach. 


What you do for a living? 
| am retired from Gov't Civil Service having worked for DoD for 32+ years. 


Family situation? 

| am married to Liz (W6TKF - my original call) for 40 years. We have two grown children who are mar- 
ried. Our son lives in Kingsburg, CA and our daughter lives in Canby, OR. Between the two of them we 
have 6 grandchildren - 3 girls and 3 boys. Both kids had their licenses earlier - but both are expired. 


Next let’s talk ham radio: 


How did you get started in ham radio? 

| got my license through encouragement in Boy Scouts. A friend of mine, K6ZLY - Bob, and | were in 
the same Scout Troop in Fresno. Our parents took turns taking us the Fresno Amateur Radio Club who 
taught Novice Classes. We both took and passed our Novice exam after completing the class. 
When you were first licensed? 
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When you were first licensed? 

| was first licensed as a Novice in Aug 1957. | took and passed 
my General Class in summer of 1958. | took and passed my 
Extra in about 1990. 


Who got you started? 

Above: encouragement through our Scout Troop - but none 
of the other guys were Hams. My friend, Bob, K6ZLY's uncle 
was a Ham and he encouraged us as well. | can't recall his 
call or name. After getting our licenses - there were several of 
the local Hams who encouraged and helped us. Unfortunately, 
| can't recall any of their names or calls. They invited us to the 
FARC Field Day and helped us get on SSB and helped us re- 
solve our TVI problems! 


What was your first station? 

My 1st station was a Knight Kit - Space Spanner(?) receiver 
which | built as a kit, and my transmitter was a homebrew 25 
watt xtal controlled TX on 40 meters. 


How did you get bit by the DX bug? 
The DX bug bite hard from the early days. My first DX Q was a 
station in South America - | think in Brazil. By then | was using 
a 75 watt homebrew CW rig (design from the ARRL Handbook) 
and a Heathkit AR-3(?) Rx. Antenna was a homebrew 2 band 
Quad - 10 and 15 Meters from a design out of QST. Of course 
band conditions were GREAT in 1957-58 - couldn't help but 
work DX!!! 


What is your station now? 
My current station is a FTdxS5000MP to an Alpha 87A Amp and the antenna is a SteppIR DB32 at 55 Ft. | 
often run barefoot. 


How often and when do you get on the air? 

Being retired - | turn the rig on daily. | will look and listen for DX periodically through the day. Some days 
| don't even make a Q. | look at the Cluster as | pass by the monitor and also use Mumble to connect with 
the local guys - like a local intercom. 


What is your favorite mode? 
My favorite mode is CW - but | operate and enjoy SSB as well. | am newer at RTTY and now have 
added PSK and JT65, but CW remains my favorite. 
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What is your favorite band? 
My favorite band is the band where | can hear/work DX. | like to contest so you can find me wherever | 
can get through the pileups or run JA's - hihi. 


What was your most memorable QSO? 

| recall running a phone patch (long ago) where the guy asked his girl friend's parents if he could marry 
their daughter. The guy was visiting his girlfriend, wno was a missionary in Peru and the gals folks lived in 
Oxnard, CA. This was when we were living in Ventura back in the 70's sometime. | use to run a lot of 
phone patches between guys on sailboats in South Pacific to Ventura area and other places in the 

states. Also recall working Monk Apollo - one of my last for Top of Honor Roll. 


Do you like contesting? 
Yes - a great adrenaline rush for the contest period!! 


You have been at Visalia. What are some of your favorite activities there? 

Yes - I've been to Visalia over the years - but not a regular attendee. | enjoy shaking hands with guys I've 
met on the air or know from over the years, as well as some of the seminars. Dinners are great but per- 
sonal handshakes are better! 


What contests do you participate in? 

| play in CQWW- CW-RTTY-SSB, CQWPX - CW-RTTY and SSB. | also like ARRL DX - SSB and CW. | 
play in most NAQP Contests ARRL Sweepstakes. | will jump in on other DX contests and even State 
QSO Parties occasionally. | am slowing down some - but contesting is always fun like DXing. I've runa 
few M/S contests from here and may do more of that in the future. 


What are your future plans? 
Keep enjoying our great hobby as long as | can - especially DXing and Contesting and to help others 
when, where and how | might. Thanks for inviting me to share. 


Thanks again Dick for sharing! We hope to see you at the convention and get some face time. 
This is the second interview with club members. | am refining the question pool. If anyone has sugges- 


tions for other questions germane to DXing let me know. | am eager to improve this column as time goes 
by! ... Ed 
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An Interview with Dr. DX 


We have been graced by the presence of a DX expert whose skill at 
the art of attracting the elusive and often improbable entity is known 
far and wide. His wisdom is without bound and humility is undoubt- 
edly his finest trait! 


In the rush to bring swift and certain solutions to this seemingly end- 
less pursuit the doctor has agreed to sit down with us, answer a few 
questions, and share droplets of his DX wisdom. 


Without delay we will begin our interview : 


Good morning... Should | call you DX or Dr.? 
For the uninformed and scoffer it is Doctor DX. For friends and fellow DXers either DX or Dr. is fine ... just 
don't call me last in the pile up. 


How did you acquire your doctorate in such an esoteric field? Who were your graduate advisors 
and who did your intern under? 

That is a good question. Of course my undergraduate work was in engineering, particularly focused on the 
design and manufacturing of antennas and radio electronics, minors in the design of large freestanding 
metal structures and studies in solar astronomy including ancient Mayan and Inca science and iono- 
spheric propagation. | interned at remote posts throughout the world. Under the guise of foreign missions | 
would gather and assess signal data using sophisticated custom built equipment that was fabricated to my 
specifications. 


| discovered that DXing was more than just a technical challenge. One needs to get into the minds of 
both quarry and competitor to understand their inner workings. | studied abnormal psychology with a 
broad spectrum of behavior from the sleep deprived obsessive compulsive and fanatically driven corpo- 
rate executives who could not take no for an answer to the pathologically shy and retiring persons who 
spend their time avoiding loud and annoying crowds. | developed a process that matches each personality 
type with inducements which elicit the desired outcome ... snagging a contact before the row began and 
stealthily sneaking off to snag another rare one while the brutal and blunt fury of the pile up raged on! 


For graduate studies | attended the Western States DX University and sat under the tutelage of several 
professors and advisors, far too many to mention here. Believe me they were top men... top men. 


My real education however was in the contest trenches. It literally was my make or break moment. During 
those short period of frenzy | was able to learn rapid triage, razor sharp surgical strikes, and, through 
great suffering (not my suffering mind you), learned what lived and what died. In those wee hours | would 
discover unique and life altering propagation that the weak and weary would miss. You can say | was 
weaned on DX contests. 


Ah... those were the days! The camaraderie, the friends, the experience, the memories all contributed to 
what | am today. In fact | learned how to operate my first electronic keyer in the ‘69 ARRL DX Competi- 
tion. It was brutal... for the DX. | recall one station said | made his ears bleed. Even so it was all worth it! 
Though many on the receiving end were battered and beaten | came through virtually unscathed and bat- 
tle hardened! 


Since then | have enjoyed many years of successful and productive DXing. 
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What do you see as the greatest challenge to your profession? 

That is easy! The field is woefully understaffed. You see, | am well passed my expiration date and soon | 
will be remanded to one of those retirement communities where DxXers sit in front of computer screens 
running Morse Runner and Dr. DX over and over longing for just one more taste of the real deal! Before 
that happens my colleagues and | would like to impart to the next generation our wisdom and experience. 


What next generation? 

Exactly! Gone are the days of science and wonder! Now it is video games and virtual reality. No one cares 
about the real world and the nuances it entails. Most new hams carry their station on their belts and few 
really know how to use them or even wonder how they work let alone how develop their skills for DXing. It 
is not their fault. 


When we started out we looked to the journeymen of the generation before us. They took us in, elmered 
us, and actually brought insight where we were clueless. We have not done that for the next generation 

rather ceded it to the other ham, the one who is only in our imagination. This is why my colleagues and | 
are doing this! 


Not only are we including fledgling DXers we need to draw in people who have interests similar to DXing. 
We need to look outside the proverbial box: For instance, we should go to beaches and look for people 
collecting seashells - it's not all that different from collecting countries....grab those people and show them 
the ham radio light! Linguists could become the next source of CW enthusiasts. Photographers could 
proudly display their collection of DX QSL cards rather than another boring photograph. 


This is why my colleagues and | decided to establish a conveyance that would enable these individuals to 
develop real and effective skills. We will accomplish this by answering any and every question they would 
have regarding the pursuit of DX whether technical, psychological, or operational. 


Are you saying any question is reasonable? 

Yes, any sort of question will be entertained by the Dr. DX team, especially entertaining ones. Do they 
have to be about ham radio and DX'ing? Certainly not! In fact, most entertaining questions are not about 
ham radio and DXing at all. That said we may not answer the questions too far beyond the pale and, 
given our limited time and resources, we would like to focus on the ones that give the DXing novices the 
most bang for their buck. Nevertheless, | always enjoy being entertained. There are no questions that 
cannot be asked. Unfortunately there are many that cannot be answered, at least in a public forum. 


You mean there are issues with some questions? 
It is true that Dr. DX has colleagues around the world, many of whom would be able to answer the most 
difficult questions were they not currently imprisoned for previously answering those very questions. 


How do we ask? 
Questions concerning any aspect of DX'ing can be asked in an email to DIDX@SCDXC.org. 


Well Dr. DX we look forward to seeing the fruit of your team’s labor. If there is anything we can do to pro- 
mote this endeavor | am sure several SCDXC members will throw their towel in the ring .. .uh... their hat 
in the ring and work elbow to elbow with you to build up the ranks of our fair community. Until next time 
may the ionosphere smile on all your DX ventures! 
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TIDBITS 
A Quick Note from Skip, KJ6Y 


| would like to thank the DX Club board for the nice cake and recognition of my retirement. It was totally 
unexpected and I'm sure everyone enjoyed the cake. 


Skip, KJGY 


(Our ham experience would be greatly diminished were it not for your tireless work and endless advice! 
Again happy retirement Skip. ... Ed.) 


NC6B Update 


Last month we interviewed Kent, NC6B. It may not have 
been public knowledge at the time but he swapped out his 
X9 multiband yagi for a DB36. The transition was so seam- 
less Kent did not miss a step in his pursuit of Schroeder. In 
fact he added 10 entities the week he put up the new sky- 
hook. Way to go Kent! See you in the pile ups! 


(BTW, if you have not been on mumble yet you are miss- 
ing out on a great DX tool. We are having a great time get- 
ting to know each other and swapping stories as well as 
real time DXing!!!_ If you want to know how to get on board 
email me or Mel... Ed.) 


Arduino Ham Radio Starter Kit 


Earlier this year, | published a series of articles on my web site called the "Arduino Ham Radio Starter Kit". 
The purpose of this information is to encourage more hams and their clubs to engage with the local maker 
community as a gateway to amateur radio. 


These articles explain Arduino basics in a ham radio context. They contain many suggestions about how 
amateurs can use Arduino’s, as well as how a ham club can engage other makers in hobby activities. 


Please take a moment to review the Arduino Ham Radio Starter Kit articles. If you find them to be useful, 
please consider passing these along to your members or contacts. 


You can use these articles by linking them to your web site, Twitter feed, Facebook page or by e-mail. 
The URL is: 


http://play.fallows.ca/wp/series/arduino-ham-radio-starter-kit/ 


Thanks for your consideration. If you have any questions or suggestions, please contact me. 
73 John Fallows VE6EY Calgary, Alberta 


A Potential New DXCC Entity 
Jerry, K6QU, has discovered a potential new DXCC entity, Molassia. Check out the description at 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Republic of Molossia 
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TIDBITS 
John, N6QQ, is Back on 80 Meters! 


Chip, N6CA, and Bill, NGRV went over to John, N6QQ’s, QTH to install 
an 80 meter quarter wave sloper. The antenna went up quickly and, after 
we figured out which coax we connected to the antenna, it was tuned to 
near perfect VSWR. Playing with John’s SteppIR we noted that the 
sloper’s resonant frequency would shift about 160 KHz by changing the 
SteppIR from 40m to 6m. It was almost enough to move the antenna 
from 80 CW to 75 Phone. Another issue we encountered is the SteppIR 
went out of calibration. It may have been RF or something to do with 
switching between Autotrack and Manual or running it up to 6 meters 
however John noted the issue even before the sloper was installed. 


Last but not least, another issue that raised the hair on the back of our 
necks is that two rubber boots slipped off of one of the SteppIR DB32 
electronic housing units (EHU) and travelled down the fiberglass poles. 
One pole was almost halfway out of the EHU. This issue has been seen 
before. In one case the element fell off and wrecked the copper-beryllium 
tape inside it. The EHU had to be replaced at great cost. With N6RV’s 
DB18E the situation was a lot like John’s. The boot on a DB18E slipped 
off the EHU 3 foot down the pole and the pole was sliding out. A lift was 
quickly called in and the situation remedied. Upon checking all the boots 
every hose clamp was loose and the fiberglass poles could be pulled out 
by hand. They also rotated freely making the loops look twisted (that is a 
good indicator something is wrong). The underlying issue is are the rub- 
ber boots. The boots were designed for indoor plumbing and they disinte- 
grate under UV load and heat. The rubber relaxes so the clamp is loose 
enough for both the boot and clamp to slide over the aluminum retaining 
ring on the EHU. Furthermore the clamp on the pole side is loose 
enough to allow the boot to slide down the pole. It is necessary to re- 
tighten the clamps months after installation. 


A good precaution is stake the boots to the EHU and pole with Scotch- 
kote and to tape the boots from the EHU 
to the poles before installing the hose 
clamps. It would be advisable to also 
tape the boots a second time after the 
hose clamps are installed. Even this 
may not be enough to avert a disaster! 


Boots Slipped Off! 


Pole pulling out! 


Chip, N6CA, is looking into an alterna- 
tive solution using pinch clamps and 
copperweld wire or matched drilled 
blocks to secure the poles to the EHU 
under the boots. 
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TIDBITS 


HAMCON Status from George, N6VNI 


| am happy to report that the vendor room is almost filled with some outstanding vendors for the 2017 
HAMCON convention. There are 63 booths available, 52 booths have filled with 31 vendors so far, includ- 
ing two booths from the SCDXC club. We will need club members to help man the booths. If you are inter- 
ested in helping man the booths, get in touch with Jerry Levine, K6QU. 


This convention will be held at the Torrance Marriott Hotel Torrance CA. The dates for this convention are 
September 15th,16th,17, 2017. This convention is sanctioned as the “2017 ARRL Southwestern Division 
Convention”. As the days, weeks and months go by until the convention, listen to the SCDXC club re- 
peater, frequency 145.480 for more updated information. 


IDXC Raffle Changes 
| just wanted to give you a heads up on how we're going to be handling Major Prizes this year. 


We've reviewed IRS Publication 3079 again regarding tax obligations from raffle prizes and believe we 
must comply with those laws. Everyone who wins a major prize with a fair market value over $601 has a 
tax obligation. They will be required to sign a W-2G form before receiving the prize. 


If a prize is worth more than $5,001, we must withhold 33 1/3% of the fair market value. We have two 
such prizes: Elecraft K-Line and Flex-6700. However, NCDXC has decided to pay those taxes on behalf 
of the winners — an estimated $4,500 altogether. 


To avoid any confusion on Saturday night and Sunday morning, and to make it easer for winners to take 
their prize home, we will have pre-filled W-2G forms ready to be signed when winners pick up their prizes 
during the raffle. in addition, to make sure everyone is fully informed, we are taking the following steps: 


1. The website has been updated. http://www.dxconvention.com/pages/prizes-major.html 
2. A4in. x 6 in. postcard containing these rules will be inserted in everyone’s registration packet. (see 


attached) 
3. The tax laws will be published in the convention guide. 
4. There will be a 3 ft. x. 5 ft. banner on the wall behind the Raffle Ticket table. 


We realize that taking the above steps will change the way raffles are conducted at IDXC for the fu- 

ture. But we need to comply with the law. The workaround is to only offer prizes worth less than $601 — 
not a likely scenario. Therefore next year we’re assuming SCDXC will follow a similar procedure of com- 
pliance. 


For IDXC 2017, we'll need your support to ensure a smooth transition to the new rules. | think folks will 
understand that we have no choice, and with good communication believe raffle ticket sales will not suffer 
significantly. 


Thanks in advance for your support. 
73, 


John, K6MM 
IDXC 2017 Co-Chair 
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Resource Page 


Useful DX Sites 


NOHR DXpedition Map 
www.n0hr.com/wk34/ 
The DX Zone 
www.dxzone.com/catalog/DX_Resources/ 


The Daily DX 
www.dailydx.com/ 


Announced DX Ops 
www.ng3k.com/misc/adxo.html 


DXing.info 
Iwww.dxing.info/dxpeditions/ 
DX 425 News 
www.425dxn.org/dxped/ 
Dx-info.de 
www.dx-info.de 


DX Italia DX News 
Propagation 


The Sun! The Sun! The Sun 
Has Lost His Spots! 


Just when you thought it could not get worse we 
now have experienced 22 days of zero sunspots 
then the first sunspot of cycle 25 appears. To 
most this may appear to be a real problem 
however in conjunction with no sunspots the A 
and K indices have fallen ... a quiet sun. 


What does that mean you ask? Well, even with- 
out his spots Ol’ Sol streams out radiation and 
particles that excite the ionosphere (and us!). 
DX, though sporadic, is still there. You just have 
to know when and where to look. For instances, 
if you are a late sleeper then you missed many 
of the great EU and ME openings around sun- 
rise. If you are out and about on the weekends 
you have missed some pretty great contests like 
the BARTG and the Russian contests. 


Expand out your repertoire of modes. After you 
learn Morse code dig into the digital modes. 
RTTY is a staple and activity is on the upswing. 
PSK is pretty much for ragchewers but DX still 
resides there and JT65 is loaded with DX that 
even the smallest of pistols can work. The only 
drawback is a QSO takes 5 minutes! Neverthe- 
less both the PSK and JT65 sub bands are ac- 
tive even when nothing else is on! We recom- 
mend WSJTx. It is freeware and contains a 
suite of modes including JT65, JT9, a CW de- 
coder, and the new MSK mode . Digipan is free- 
ware and good for PSK31 and PSK 63. 


ARRL VE Exam Sessions 


To find an ARRL exam sessions in your area go to the website: 


http://www.arrl.org/find-an-amateur-radio-license-exam-session 


Club and Conduct Sites 


Officer Guidelines 
http://www.scdxc.org/download/Officer_Guidelines.pdf 


DX Code of Conduct 
http://www.dx-code.org/ 
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The DX Store 


No BS. Just good old fashioned customer service. 


Heil PRO7 Simply The Best 


= bg ae 


Available in Four Colors 


sales@dxstore.com 
www.dxstore.com 


Agoura PC Services 


——- 
Jerry Lewine — 


1149 Oban Drive an } 
Los Angeles, Ginna 65 


! 


Jerry@AgouraPC.com_ 


(818) 451-9967 


Electrical Distribution Systems 
Design & Installation 


Urban E. Stiess - W6MPB 
CBT, CBNT, CTO 
CSLB# 842820 FCC# PG00010828 


W6MPB@ATT.NET 323-295-5411 


U BI 4-800-854-6046 & OU} U0 Bl 4-958-560-1705 


Coming Soon 


Skip’s replacement has been 
found! Steve will post his ad- 
vertisement here! 


° 
\Ony ICITY. com 
) The Wireless Communication Warehouse 


Sales: *Local: (310) 390-8003 *FAX: (310) 390-4393 
Email Support: sales@hamcity.com 


Live Support via Instant Msg *AIM: hamcityim 
*Yahoo hamcityim *MSN: 
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